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Thank you for the opportunity to
address all of you who work in

the aging field. Illinoisans of every
age are benefactors of your work.
We rely on you to provide meals
and in-home care for frail seniors.
We count on you to educate seniors
about prescription drug assistance.
We depend on you to advocate for
seniors who live in nursing homes.
We expect you to listen to seniors
at their bedside and project their
concerns before the Legislature. In
short, you are the only individuals
outside of family who must under-
stand and respond to the needs of
seniors. This mission is as honor-
able as it is monumental.

That is why I look forward to
working with Charles Johnson, the
new director of the Illinois Depart-
ment on Aging, and all of you over
the course of the next four years.
The foundation and reputation of
the Aging Network is solid, and I
know I can count on you for your
support, guidance and expertise as
we move forward with my agenda.

We must view challenges as
opportunities. We are experiencing
the worst budget crisis our state
has ever experienced. The budget
will be balanced with difficult —
even painful — decisions, yet it
affords us the chance to look at
problems with new eyes. I am
reinforcing the need to get back to
the “basics” and examine what
really impacts the lives of seniors.
Certainly, we must gain control
over unfair run-away prescription
drug costs, and make sure every

senior receives pharma-
ceutical assistance. After
all, prescription drugs
are the “first line” of
defense in preserving
and enhancing seniors’
health.

At the same time, we
are facing the unprec-
edented growth of the
older population. This
growth, now and in coming de-
cades, will surpass all past experi-
ence. More than likely, it will force
a more consumer- oriented system
of delivering long-term supportive
services. Certainly, baby boomers
like myself will mark a revolution-
ary change in how our country
ages. Again, this serves as an
opportunity to move from the
status quo and to formulate new
ways to improve the quality of life

for seniors.
I know from watch-

ing my own parents age
after a lifetime of hard
work that there is no
substitute for the love,
care and support of
family. Government,
however, must look out
for seniors as well, and
serving seniors and

their families is one of my top
priorities. The citizens of Illinois
have every right to expect and
demand that their grandparents,
parents and elderly neighbors live
their late years in comfort, safety
and dignity. We owe this to seniors
and together we will accomplish it.

Sincerely,
Rod R. Blagojevich
Governor
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Governor Rod R. Blagojevich has named Charles D. Johnson as
Director of the Illinois Department on Aging. “State government

must take the lead in making sure our senior
citizens have access to the services they need to
be healthy and independent,” said Governor
Blagojevich. “Charles Johnson brings to his new
position a wealth of knowledge and a record of
success on senior issues. I am confident he will be
an effective and responsive leader as we move
forward with my agenda to improve care for
senior citizens.”

Johnson has worked for the Northeastern
Illinois Area Agency on Aging since 1974 and
served as its Executive Director. Under his leader-��	�������������
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ship, the agency implemented and
expanded community-based
services that promote independent
living, including transportation
assistance, home delivered meals,
support for caregivers, and com-
munity care programs. He has
been a vocal advocate for elder
abuse prevention and response
services as well as expanded
senior pharmaceutical assistance
programs. From 1967 to 1972,
Johnson served as Deputy Director
and Director of Neighborhood
Centers for the Community Action
Agency in Kankakee. He earned
his bachelor’s degree in history
and education from Lane College,
a historically black college in
Jackson, Tennessee. He has earned
graduate credits in public admin-
istration from Governors State
University and credits in gerontol-
ogy from the University of Southern
California.“The services provided
by the Department on Aging are
critical to many older people,”
said the Governor. “Mr. Johnson
shares my commitment to making
sure every taxpayer penny going to
the Department on Aging is being
used to improve the lives of
seniors.” ✢
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On February 12th, U.S.
Department of Health and

Human Services Secretary Tommy
Thompson testified in front of the
House Committee on Energy and
Commerce in a session entitled,
“A Review of the Administration
FY2004 Health Care Priorities.”
Excerpts from his testimony
include:

■ New Freedom Initiative —
Home and community-based care
as an alternative to nursing homes
for the elderly and disabled is a
priority. The New Freedom Initia-
tive represents part of the
Administration’s effort to make it
easier for Americans with disabili-
ties to be more fully integrated
into their communities. Under this
initiative, they are committed to
promoting the use of at-home and
community-based care as an
alternative to nursing homes.

It has been shown time and
again that home care combines
cost effective benefits with in-
creased independence and quality
of life for recipients. Because of
this, the Administration has
proposed that the FY2004 budget
support a five-year demonstration
called “Money Follows the Indi-
vidual” Rebalancing Demonstra-
tion, in which the Federal Govern-
ment will fully reimburse States
for one year of Medicaid home
and community-based services for
individuals who move from
institutions into home and com-
munity-based care. After this
initial year, States will be respon-
sible for matching payments at
their usual Medicaid matching
rate. The Administration will

invest $350 million in FY 2004,
and $1.75 billion over 5 years on
this important initiative to help
seniors and disabled Americans
live in the setting that best sup-
ports their needs.

The Administration again
proposes four demonstration
projects as part of the President’s
New Freedom Initiative. Each
promotes home and community-
based care as an alternative to
institutionalization. Two of the
demonstrations are to provide
respite services to caregivers of
disabled adults and severely
disabled children. The third
demonstration will offer home and
community-based services for
children currently residing in
psychiatric facilities. The fourth
demonstration will test methods to
address shortages of community
direct care workers.

■ Medicaid Coverage for
Spouses of Disabled Individuals
— The Budget proposes to give
States the option to extend Medicaid
coverage for spouses of disabled
individuals who return to work
and are themselves eligible for
supplemental security benefits.
Under current law, individuals
with disabilities might be discour-
aged from returning to work
because the income they earn
could jeopardize their spouse’s
Medicaid eligibility. This proposal
would extend to the spouse the
same Medicaid coverage protection
this Committee was instrumental
in offering to the disabled worker.

✢
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The Eldercare Locator, a nation-
wide, government funded

directory assistance service that
provides older adults and their
loved ones with access to informa-
tion about senior services, has
developed a “Home for the Holi-
days Senior Action Plan.” The
Eldercare Locator traditionally
sees a spike in the number of calls
it receives from people in need of
senior care following the holiday
season. This past holiday season,
the Locator encouraged Americans
to look for warning signs that their
older relative may need assistance
by utilizing the newly released
“Home for the Holidays Warning
Signs Guide,” which is part of the
five-point action plan.

Over the past five years, calls to
the Eldercare Locator have in-
creased on average over 25 percent
between December and January.
The Eldercare Locator, which has
access to more than 4,800 state and
local information and referral
service providers across the coun-

try, has taken action to help prevent
the possibility of “Post-Holiday
Blues” from affecting their older
relatives and assist families in
connecting their older relative with
support services.

According to the American
Association of Geriatric Psychia-
try (AAGP), all people feel sad or
unhappy at times during their
lives, but persistent sadness may
be depression, a serious illness
affecting 15 out of every 100
adults over age 65.

The Five Point Action Plan
includes, in addition to publication
of the warning signs guide:

Targeting Senior Care Hot
Zones: The Eldercare Locator has
specifically targeted the ten states
identified through research as being
“senior care hot zones” when it
comes to senior care issues during
the Holiday Season and in the
immediate period following by
dedicating additional resources,
staff and training, outreach and
support services. Over the last
year, these states have accounted

for 71,271 calls for assistance,
representing 62 percent of the calls
the Eldercare Locator Service
received during this time period.
Those ten states are: California,
Florida, Texas, Pennsylvania,
Ohio, Illinois, Michigan, New
Jersey and Arizona;

Issuing of Senior Alerts: The
Locator has sent out network alerts
to states and area agencies to
prepare them for the high volume
of calls and to see who may need
additional assistance;

Increased Staff: The Locator
has increased the number of staff
on alert to assist the information
specialists at the call center so to
be in a position to handle the
expected high volume of calls;

Post-Holiday Blues Training:
The Locator has provided isolation
and loneliness specific training
and talking points for the call
center specialists to ensure that
callers understand the Post-
Holiday Blues are treatable.

The Eldercare Locator can be
accessed by calling 1-800-677-
1116 or its website at
www.eldercare.gov. ✢
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The Illinois Department on Aging and Illinois
Department of Human Services are collaborating

on a public awareness campaign to educate seniors
about the risks of becoming problem gamblers.

Seniors are vulnerable to compulsive or late on-set
gambling due to boredom, health problems, depression,
death of a spouse and a host of other factors. The cam-
paign, titled “When Gambling is No Longer Fun”
includes brochures, videos, and public service announce-
ments. The materials were distributed throughout the
state to senior centers and other locales serving seniors.

New outreach materials include information about
responsible gambling, various forms of gambling,

symptoms of problem gambling,
and referrals to gambling hotlines
and professional help.

 For more information or to
request materials, call the Illinois
Department on Aging’s Senior

HelpLine at 1-800-252-8966 (Voice & TTY). Informa-
tion is also available on the Aging Web site at
www.state.il.us/aging/. ✢
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Illinois taxpayers again have
the opportunity to contribute to

the Alzheimer’s Disease Re-
search Fund through their state
income tax returns. The fund
appears on line 28c of the 2002
IL-1040 state income tax return
form. All of the contributions
collected through the fund are
spent in Illinois on efforts to find
a cure and most effective diag-
noses and treatments for this
debilitating disease, and none of
it is spent on administrative
costs.

The Alzheimer’s Disease
Research Fund is overseen by the
Illinois Department of Public
Health. For more information,
call 217-782-3300. ✢
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Despite the advent of a vaccine
four decades ago, flu-related

deaths in the Unites States have
risen dramatically since the 1970s,
and influenza now claims more
lives each year than AIDS, re-
searchers say.

The rising death toll is attrib-
uted largely to the nation’s grow-
ing number of elderly people, who
are especially vulnerable to the flu.
Only about 65 percent of older
people get vaccinated, and the
annual shots do not protect aging
immune systems as well as they
do younger ones.

The U.S. death toll surged four-
fold from 16,263 in 1976-77 to
64,684 in 1998-99, the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention
reported. Flu deaths now average
about 36,000 a year, up from
20,000 in previous estimates. The
study appears in the January issue
of the Journal of the American
Medical Association.

The study also found that older
people are disproportionately
affected by another respiratory
virus previously thought to be
more common in children, such as
respiratory syncytial virus, which
can cause severe cold-like symp-
toms and pneumonia. ✢
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…is a bone marrow disease that
typically occurs in elderly people,
especially men, between the ages
of 60 to 75 years old. This bone
marrow failure disease is often
fatal, and unfortunately, has no
cure that works for everyone.

The Aplastic Anemia and
MDS International Foundation
has recently begun a public
outreach campaign to educate
people about the disease. The
Foundation serves as a free
resource to help patients and
families learn about the disease
and treatment options, as well as
a wide range of patient support
and services. For a free informa-
tion packet, call 1-800-747-2820.

✢
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In July 2002, as a result of Senate Bill 2098, the Illinois
Department on Aging received funding to establish and

administer the Pharmaceutical Clearinghouse through its
Senior HelpLine.
Older persons face a constant increase in the cost of phar-

maceuticals and with increased age may take several medications. It is
difficult for older persons to know where to find comprehensive informa-
tion to access the various programs and options that could be of assis-
tance. The Pharmaceutical Clearinghouse will provide comprehensive
information on options, extensive counseling, literature, applications and
follow-up regarding the various governmental and pharmaceutical manu-
facturer programs as well and insurance coverage options in some cases.
Initially, staff assess the callers’ needs, then offer literature on various
programs, eligibility and application processes.

If the caller needs a local advocate to assist in completing the applica-
tions, then the Senior HelpLine staff route the caller to their local out-
reach sites, the Senior Health Assistance Program, funded through the
Area Agencies on Aging. In addition, Senior HelpLine staff follow up
with the status of SeniorCare and Pharmaceutical Assistance Program
applications and other issues and concerns.

Half of the calls to the HelpLine are related to SeniorCare Illinois and
the Pharmaceutical Clearinghouse. Three additional staff have been
hired, of which one is bi-lingual Spanish proficient, to handle the extra
load. The Senior HelpLine phone number is 1-800-252-8966 (Voice &
TTY), and its e-mail address is ilsenior@aging.state.il.us. ✢
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The government in December
released data to help consum-

ers judge the quality of care at
17,000 nursing homes around the
country. For each nursing home,
the government is publishing up to
10 measures of performance or
quality, including the percentage
of residents who are in physical
restraints or have infections,
bedsores, pain or symptoms of
acute confusion or delirium.

Publication of all the data, for
all nursing homes that participate
in Medicaid or Medicare, expands

on a pilot program begun in April
in Colorado, Florida, Maryland,
Ohio, Rhode Island and Washing-
ton State. Federal officials said
they intend to publish similar
performance data for home health
agencies next year. Report cards
on hospitals and perhaps doctors
will follow, officials said.

More information is available at
www.medicare.gov. Consumers
can search the web site by state,
city, county or ZIP code to view
several specific, regularly updated
quality measures on individual
nursing homes throughout the
country. Using the Web site,

caregivers can automatically
create charts that compare clinical
measures of a residence with other
homes in the area. Caregivers can
also review state inspection
reports, staffing and other infor-
mation. The site also includes a
simple checklist to prompt care-
givers to ask important questions
about the nursing home living
space, staff activities, safety and
care.

First-time users may have
difficulty extracting information
from the web site, but may obtain
help by calling 1-800-MEDI-
CARE (1-800-663-4227). ✢

More collaboration among
public health and aging
networks needed

With the American public
aging at a rapid pace and

more than $300 billion spent on
health care for older adults, the
role of states to protect and en-
hance the health of older Ameri-
cans is more crucial than ever,
reports a new study by the Chronic
Disease Directors (CDD) and the
National Association of State
Units on Aging (NASUA).

With the older adult population
expected to double within the next
27 years, the study — The Aging
States Project: Promoting Oppor-
tunities for Collaboration Between
the Public Health and Aging
Services Networks — concludes
that states may be unprepared to
deal with the growing number of
older adults and that they need to
enhance capacity to deliver effec-

tive health
promotion
and disease
prevention
services to this
population.

The study
was designed to
respond to a number of critical
issues including:

■  Within the next 27 years, the
population age 65 years and older
will increase by 60 percent over
2000 levels and one in five adults
will be 65 or over.

■  States have inadequate re-
sources and therefore lack the
necessary focus on health promo-
tion and prevention of disease and
secondary disability.

■  Despite clear evidence of the
benefits of regular physical activ-
ity in disease prevention and
management, only 16 percent of
adults 65 to 74 report regular
activity while 28 to 34 percent
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report no physical activity. In-
creased funding is needed to

enhance and expand
programs to encourage
more physical activity.

■  Older adults are at
higher risk for death
from several vaccine-
preventable diseases
than are younger
adults. Strategies to
increase outreach to

older adults must be implemented
to increase vaccine usage and
decrease disease incidence.

The report calls on the Centers
for Disease Control and Preven-
tion and the Administration on
Aging to:

■  Promote improved collabora-
tion between state health depart-
ments and state units of aging;

■  Support health promotion and
disease prevention programs for
older adults;

■  Provide increased technical
assistance to states.

For more information, call 703-
245-8046 or 202-898-2578 ✢
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The Illinois Department on
Aging presented five “Excel-

lence in Aging Awards.” One was
presented to WILL, the broadcast-
ing service at the University of
Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.
WILL, represented by Community
Liaison Kimberlie Kranich, was
honored for educating viewing and
listening audiences about family
caregiving. WILL joined the East
Central Illinois Area Agency on
Aging and local aging programs to
recruit volunteers from the Aging
Network to operate a live phone
bank during the broadcast of “And
Thou Shalt Honor,” a PBS special
on caring for aging spouses,
parents and friends. WILL is also
producing a radio series entitled
“Caregiving Today,” as well as a
TV program called “Beyond
Burden” which depicts family
caregiving across the generations.

The Department presented an

Excellence in Aging Award to
Illinois Department on Aging
Deputy Director Lynda Ganzer for
her lengthy career and work on
behalf of seniors; Jim Nelson,
former Director of Community
Health and Prevention at the
Illinois Department of Human
Services, and former Deputy
Director at the Illinois Department
of Public Health, and now Execu-
tive Director of the Illinois Public
Health Association, for fostering a
partnership between the Illinois
Department of Human Services
and the Illinois Department on
Aging; Cheryl Sugent, who retired
as the Illinois Department on
Aging’s Manager of Older Ameri-
can Services; and Jan Costello,
who joined the Illinois Department
on Aging 21 years ago and served
as Director of Communications
and Training before embarking on
a new job with the Illinois Depart-

ment of Public Health, Office of
Women’s Health.

The Illinois Coalition on Aging
presented the “Phyllis H. Pinkerton
Leadership Award” to Nikki A.
Smith of Chicago. Since 1986,
Nikki has served as the Founding
Editor of LifeTimes, a newspaper
published by Blue Cross Blue
Shield of Illinois designed for
readers age 65 and older.

The Illinois Council of Case
Coordination Units named Sandy
Mancuso of  the Southwestern
Illinois Visiting Nurse Association
in Fairview Heights as “Case
Manager of the Year.” She has
been a Public Aid Caseworker, a
Healthy Kids Case Manager and a
social worker for developmentally
disabled children before dedicat-
ing herself to vulnerable elderly.

The Illinois Association of
Nutrition Project Directors gave
its “Shining Star Award” to Cheryl
Sugent. Sugent worked at the
Illinois Department on Aging
since 1976 and, in 1991, became
Manager of the Division of Older
American Services, overseeing
programs such as the Elder Abuse
and Neglect Program, the Long
Term Care Ombudsman Program
and the Seniors Employment
Program.

The Association of Illinois
Senior Centers presented three
awards. The “Noble Senior Center
Award” was given to the Putnam
County Achievement Center,
represented by Darcia Ferrari,
Executive Director.

The second award presented by
the Association was the “Out-
standing Support of Illinois Senior
Centers” Award.” This year it was
presented to State Representative
Jack McGuire of Joliet.

The third award given by the
Association was the “Continued
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Support of Illinois Senior Centers”
Award. This was presented to
AARP – State of Illinois. AARP
was commended for being such a
strong and powerful proponent of
Illinois senior centers.

The Illinois Adult Day Services
Association presented the “Out-
standing Adult Day Services
Employee Award” to Karen Anne
Rose, Program Director of Peoria
Senior World. She led Peoria
Senior World through the success-
ful completion of a difficult and
thorough accreditation process.

The Illinois Association of
Comunity Care Program
Homecare Providers presented
the “Supervisor of the Year
Award” to Georgia Conner of the
Henry County Health Department
in Kewanee and Kari Larson of
the Boone County Council on
Aging in Belvidere. Connor
schedules between 50 and 60
homemakers with 150 to 175
clients every month, and counsels
homemakers to try to encourage
them to be good, effective home-
makers and arranges for extra
training if need be.

For almost 25 years, Larson has
provided compassionate care for
older adults. She is now Supervi-
sor of the Community Care Pro-
gram and recruits and trains new
employees.

AARP presented “Bright Star
for Seniors Volunteer Awards” to
Marion and Epperson Bond of
Chicago. AARP says, “As a team
and as individuals, we can not
think of an adjective that is strong
enough to describe their commit-
ment to seniors and their needs.”

AARP also honored Evelyn
Gooden of Chicago, who serves as
the Acting State President of
AARP Illinois.  In the past she has
held a variety of leadership roles

working with local chapters and
community service programs.

Mary Patton of Peoria was also
named a Bright Star for her ser-
vice as Chair of the State Legisla-
tive Committee. Although she
now serves on AARP Illinois
Executive Council, Patton is still
an active member of AARP’s
volunteer lobbying team.

AARP also honored Peg Keeley
of Springfield. Her knowledge of
the legislative process has made her
an invaluable member of the team.

AARP has also named Matt
Wescott and Rhonda Ham as
“Bright Stars.” Both work at the
Illinois Department on Aging and
eagerly helped with AARP lobby
days.

 AARP named the following
“Friends of the Frail Elderly:”
Senators Laura Kent Donahue,
Steve Rauschenberger, Lisa
Madigan, and Donne Trotter and
Representatives Monique Davis,
Elizabeth Coulsen, Patti Bellock
and Julie Hamos.

AARP also honored the follow-
ing legislators for work in extend-
ing the electrical rate freeze until

January of 2007: State Senators
Laura Kent Donahue, Carol
Ronen, Bill Shaw, David
Sullivan, and State Representa-
tives Brent Hassert and Phil
Novak.

And, AARP presented its
“National Ethel Percy Andrus
Award for Community Service
Award” to Juanita McCaffrey,
who actively works to raise the
funds for specific hospital
services.

The Illinois Association of
Area Agencies on Aging
presented the Sid Granet Aging
Network Achievement Award to
Faith in Action, which serves
Danville and South Vermilion

County. Faith in Action has mobi-
lized 220 volunteers from 25
congregations to assist older
persons and persons with disabili-
ties. Started with a seed grant from
the Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion, the local Faith in Action
programs are sponsored by Provena
United Samaritans Medical Center
and local partner churches.

The Sid Granet Aging Network
Achievement Award was pre-
sented to Jack Schimpf of Arling-
ton Heights. For ten years, he
served on the Board of Directors
of the Arlington Heights Senior
Center, of which he served three
years as President. He is also a
member of the Arlington Heights
Senior Citizens Commission.

The “I4A Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award” was presented to
Cheryl Sugent, for her career of
public service on behalf of older
Americans dating back to 1971
and culminating in managing the
Division of Older Services at the
Illinois Department on Aging.
Under her leadership, community
programs today serve half a
million seniors and caregivers. ✢

 ������0����	���������4����������������

��	
����47�����������������������	�����
%��
��$��������0����	������"������	�
!���	�����2�����	�����	�	���#������
�0����	�
���	����!������������
�



5  ◆  ������������	

The West Central Illinois Area
Agency on Aging – Senior

and Family Center (WCIAAA-
SFC) received a $1.5 million
dollar below-market loan from the
Illinois Facilities Fund (IFF) to
assist with the construction of
their new multi-service center. The
loan will allow for the relocation
of the Senior Center along with
three affiliate agencies and make
available lease space for up to
eleven other senior service provid-
ers. The 57,500 square foot facility
will provide state of the art office
space, meeting and conference
rooms, and a full service kitchen.
The West Central Illinois Nutrition
Program, Inc., an affiliate of
WCIAAA-SFC, will provide
55,600 hot meals to seniors and
disabled persons and an additional
151,356 delivered meals through
its Meals-On-Wheels program. In
addition to the usable office and
meeting room space, the site will
also be home for a new 57 unit

HUD approved Senior Housing
program for at-risk seniors. The
total projected cost for the non-
housing facility is anticipated to be
around $6.3 million.

The $1.5 million loan from the
Illinois Facilities Fund exceeded
the standard loan amount; how-
ever, due to the nature of the
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project, the IFF saw the need to be
flexible and increased their maxi-
mum loan amount. While the IFF
Loan Department has established
guidelines, they also understand
the need to be flexible and look at
each project separately.

The Illinois Facilities Fund is a
statewide nonprofit community
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New statistics on elder abuse
and neglect from the National

Center on Elder Abuse show an
ever increasing number of elders
throughout the country remain
vulnerable to abuse. The 2000
survey of Adult Protective Ser-
vices (APS) investigations, con-
ducted for NCEA by the National
Association of Adult Protective
Service Administrators, reveals a
61 percent increase over 1996 in
the number of elder abuse allega-
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tions nationally — and a 300
percent increase since the first
national survey in 1986.

In 2000, the most recent year
for which state data are available,
473,095 reports of vulnerable
adult abuse were received by APS
agencies across the U.S. That’s an
increase of more than 180,000
reports from 1996. The most
frequent complaints were physical
abuse, caregiver neglect, and
financial exploitation.

The statistics are conservative,
researchers cautioned, noting that
reports to APS are more likely to
involve community dwelling

elders than nursing home residents
and that many abuse situations are
still hidden.

More information can be found
at www.elderabusecenter.org. ✢

development financial institution
that strengthens Illinois nonprofits
through below-market loans,
facilities planning and facilities
development. The IFF’s programs
serve human service and commu-
nity development nonprofits that
are unable to obtain or afford
traditional financing. Since 1988,
IFF has been assisting Illinois
Nonprofits access affordable
financing for the renovation and
acquisition of facilities, acquisi-
tion and upgrading of needed
equipment and the re-financing of
existing debt. IFF also provides
technical assistance through a
series of workshops and one-on-
one meetings with individual
nonprofits to demonstrate cost
saving measures a nonprofit could
consider.

For more information on the
Illinois Facilities Fund, call 312-
629-0060 in Chicago, 217-525-
7701 in Springfield, or e-mail to
iffmail@iffund.org. ✢

… the site will also be
home for a new 57 unit
HUD approved Senior
Housing program for
at-risk seniors
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HOUSE BILL 4081: Categorizes financial exploitation of anyone over
70 years of age as a Class 1 felony if the property taken from the older
person in the fraud scheme is worth $15,000 or more. The law also
makes it a Class 1 felony if the victim is over 80 years old and the prop-
erty taken is worth $5,000 or more.

HOUSE BILL 4321:Classifies domestic battery as a Class 4 felony if
the offender has had a previous conviction of aggravated battery against
an older person.

SENATE BILL 1606: Raises the income eligibility cap for real estate
tax payment deferment for people over 65 from a $25,000 annual house-
hold income to a $40,000 annual household income. Under the Senior
Citizens Real Estate Tax Deferral Act, a person over 65 may petition the
state to defer payment of real estate taxes. The person must pay interest
on the money owed.

HOUSE BILL 5742: Families receiving a reverse mortgage may be
adversely affected when applying for real estate tax deferral; therefore,
the lender or broker must inform the mortgagor of such actions when
making application. A reverse mortgage is a loan to property owners that
is paid back to the lender when the property is sold.

SENATE BILL1830: Telephone customers are allowed to reject in
advance unwanted telephone calls from businesses or other organizations
selling products or soliciting contributions. Real estate and insurance
agents are exempt from the law.

SENATE BILL 1814: Allows townships to use revenues from tax
levies for the construction, maintenance, repair and operation of centers
for older adults.

New bills have been introduced for the 93rd General Assembly. For
more information, see the General Assembly Web site at
www.legis.state.il.us. ✢

Circuit Breaker

Illinois residents already participating in the Circuit Breaker/
Pharmaceutical Assistance Program may use the Internet at

www.revenue.state.il.us/app/cbci/ to renew their membership in the
program. To register on line, the applicant must have filed an approved
previous form, must have the same marital status, and must have no
additional residents living with them who qualify for the program.

First time applicants may contact the Illinois Department on Aging’s
Senior HelpLine at 1-800-252-8966 (Voice and TTY) or
ilsenior@aging.state.il.us for a form or assistance.
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Free tax preparation will be
offered from January 25

through April 15, 2003. The Tax
Counseling Project is one of the
nation’s largest community-based
programs providing free tax
preparation and tax counseling for
low-income working families and
individuals. Last year, the
Project’s 800 volunteers prepared
14,723 federal income tax returns
at 25 sites in Illinois. The Project
brought back over $19.5 million
in federal refunds to working
families, primarily through the
Earned Income Tax Credit.

The Tax Counseling Project
serves families with incomes
under $35,000 and individuals
with incomes under $15,000. For
more information or a list of
locations and times, contact Dara
Cooper at dcooper@
centerforprogress or call 888-827-
8511 or 312-630-0253, or visit
www.centerforprogress.org.

Taxpayers should bring all W-
2s and 1099s (if any), copy of
2001 tax return; Social Security
cards or Individual Taxpayer
Identification Numbers for all
family members. ✢
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)	��79<�You Want to Do What?! Clinical Judgment and Creative
Therapeutic Interventions;
����9<�Unacknowledged Depression: The Case of the Sore Elbow;
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T he Institute of Medicine of the National Academies is accepting
nominations for the 2003 Gustav O. Lienhard Award, which

recognizes individuals for outstanding achievement in improving personal
health care services in the United States. There are no eligibility limits
with respect to the education and profession of individuals who may be
nominated; however, their achievements should be national in scope.

Nominations should be submitted to Susanne A. Stoiber and post-
marked by April 17, 2003. Individuals nominated in the past may be
resubmitted. The Lienhard Award will be presented at the Institute of
Medicine Annual Meeting in October. For more information, call 202-
334-2314 or link to www.iom.edu/lienhard. ✢
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Presented by
Northeastern Illinois

Area Agency on Aging

Exhibitors!
Sponsors! Advertisers!

Connect with the
senior market at
the 8th Annual
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Over 4,500 adults and their
families expected to attend
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The Beaumont Foundation will be giving out almost $400 million in
computer equipment starting in 2003. Persons with disabilities and

those who are homebound because of disability or illness are especially
encouraged to apply for these individual grants.  For more information or
to apply, call 1-866-505-2677 or link to www.bmtfoundation.com/grants.
Grant applications are accepted up to March 31, 2003. ✢
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The Illinois Department on Aging
has redesigned its Web site to
better meet its clients’ needs. The
site has been expanded to provide
more information on services and
programs and to ensure that the
information is easily accessible
and consumer friendly. Featured
sections of the site include:
■ Illinois Family Caregiver

Support Program,
■ Assistance in Your Home and

Community,
■ Elder Abuse Prevention and

Legal Services,
■ Intergenerational and Volunteer

Programs,
■ Directory of Agencies and

Organizations Serving Seniors,
■ Senior HelpLine,
■ Legislation,
■ Demographics on Seniors,

■ News and Online Publications,
■ Calendar of Training and

Special Events, as well as
■ other pertinent information on

the Department, the statutes and
rules it follows and building
public awareness of aging
issues.

In addition, high-profile pro-
grams and initiatives are high-
lighted on the homepage. These
include:
■ Pharmaceutical Assistance in

Illinois,
■ Grandparents Raising Grand-

children,
■ Seniors and Gambling, and

more.

View the Aging Web site at
www.state.il.us/aging/. ✢


